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A Year in Review

As 2009 comes to an end, the TOUCH program would like to share with the community and its supporters: a year in
revi ew. Where do we start? First, |l etds begin with

Only 3 months mature in our, then newly, donated facility, 3968 E. Main St., Whitehall, Ohio, TOUCH was eager to
spread its wings and begin informing the community of our presence. We launched and began circulating our first
newsletter. We started an aggressive networking campaign to increase participant enrollment and share our pro-
gramming successes with others with similar missions. Luckily, in February we came into contact with Laura Miller

of Non Profit Coaching, Il nc., who assisted us by <coa
tise, we immediately learned there was so much work which needed to be done if we were going to be here to

share with you this year in review. Fundraising, relationship building, volunteer/ community support, and program
innovation, are just a few areas which we needed to strengthen.

As TOUCH grew, the list of things needed to be done grew twice as fast. Concentrating on utilizing our biggest
strength, the sincere passion of an army of 5 dedicated volunteers, Carol, Laura, Gary, Caitlin, and Brian, the work
began. Because of tenacious networking and relentless building of relationships, now the name TOUCH is recog-
nized. The office phone rings regularly. Establishing relations with well-known members of the re-entry industry is
not as problematic as it was 1 year ago.

In May, participants volunteered to team with the Pi Phi Epsilon sorority of Capital Uni-
versity for a day of community service. On a 90 degree Saturday, participants gave their
time at Map Furniture Bank where they assembled dressers for needy families. The work
ethic participants displayed in building the dressers naturally led to adding a quarterly
Giving Back Project as a permanent part of T.O.U.C.H. programming.

On June 18, 2009, we celebrated our 1 year anniversary and held a dedication cere- T.0.U.C.H. Participants and Pi Phi

. . . . . Epsilon Sorority members team up for
mony. We had approximately 24 people and agencies in attendance for the dedication of e 1.0.u.c.H. Giving Back Project
our DeVry Computer Enl i ght en m&indconCileution ef 12
computers for a computer lab has allowed us to provide Computer Literacy workshops to
21 recently released individuals. Just recently, we had the privilege of helping a
participant send his very first e-mail ever. Conner had been incarcerated at the
age of 17 and released at the age of 27 and had never used a computer. Witness-
ing the joy of seeing his face light up with the expression of accomplishment was
so rewarding, words cannot describe it. This exemplified the essence of
T.0.U.C.H. TEACHING was provided by the kindness of Nick; an OPPORTUNITY
was provided by the generous donation of computers by DeVry University; UNITY
was evident in the donors of our Reach Out and Touch Society (ROAT) members
who help pay the electric/internet bills for the operation of the computers; and the
CONNECTING of HEARTS happened through the unique ability of T.O.U.C.H to
identify the strong internal will of the participant to overcome the challenge of using
a computer. Connerd6s commitment to ch

for him to travel upon and begin his journey toward success. Ribbon cutting ceremony of DeVry Com-
puter Enlightenment Center
L to R: Exec. Director Brian K. Woods,
Volunteer Caitlin Condon, and DeVry
University Representative Jim Saneda
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During July and August, things began to really pick-up. Our Clothing Bank became fully
l operational and was opened to our participants and families. The community donated
gently used business and casual clothing to help our participants start their reentry jour-
ney with their best foot forward. The Clothing Bank is open to and completely free for all
T.0.U.C.H. participants and their immediate family.

In August we welcomed another member to our team when Lena knocked on our doors.
We were fortunate to add Lena to the team as a dedicated volunteer with the passion of
helping the population we serve. She brought strength in areas which we had been

' seeking to improve. Also in August, thanks to the generosity of Walter Smith, the host
of the local Sunday evening Street Soldiers radio show, Brian and Caitlin were given an
opportunity to appear and promote T.0.U.C.H and our annual Back to School Rally/
Block Party fundraiser. This fundraising event allowed us to give over 100 local children
and their families various schools supplies and host our very first Fundraising event. We
" were able to raise funds via raffles and selling of barbecue foods.

The Kidodés Corner at our Back to
School Rally! . . . .
During September and October, we began to experience noticeable growth in the num-

ber of participants we were serving. Our participant enrollment increased and atten-
dance more than doubled from the prior year. At times more than 10 individuals were in
— attendance during our weekly Talk Session therapy groups. Even more, Caitlin began
't he Womendés weekly Talk Sessions which
"Soon the Womends Program will have its f

n November and December we began to see the fruits of the labor surrounding the re-
ationship- building and networking over the last ten months. T.O.U.C.H. was invited to
participate in re-entry fairs held at the Chillicothe and Ross County prisons. Brian and

' ' Caitlin directly provided over 700 inmates who will be released over the next several
Our Back to School Rally Car o . . .
Raffle winner Tony Hall cele- years with information about_assstance available _through the T.O.U.C.H. program. Pro-
brates with Executive Director [€SSionals from the community, Kenneth Green, Jim Saneda, Karen Phipps, and
Brian Woods. Miglena Sokhra offered to conduct Wednesday Workshops. As we go into the New
Year, solid collaboration and partnerships with other agencies are now in place. These
relationships will allow T.0.U.C.H. to expand our capacity and programming.

In review of the year 2009: we began the year with little more than 5 reliable volunteers
and a facility we could call our own; an agency assessment presented the challenges of
an extremely large amount of work; we leaned on our #1 strength: pure passion and

v - commitment; new key volunteers jumped on board; the continued spirit of giving from
T% ; Fu supporters allowed T.0.U.C.H. doors to remain open; and program components were

| added to benefit those we serve.
Y OH

' We are proud of the accomplishments of the ending year, and we look forward to contin-
| ued progress. Primarily due to the perseverance of our 8 current volunteers and a few
regular donors, we go into 2010 stronger, wiser, more experienced, and primed to

. achieve our goals.

T.0.U.C.H. Volunteers after
the Back to School Rally.

If you are willing to help those returning to our communities overcome the social, emo-
tional, and spiritual incarcerations they continue to suffer after release, T.O.U.C.H. wel-
comes you to join the team. We invite you to REACH OUT and TOUCH the hundreds of
men and women to be released in your community in the year 2010.
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Success Stories: Conner

Conner came to TOUCH in November. He had just gotten out of prison and had four months of supervision left at
the halfway house. Conner was imprisoned at the age of 17 and released at 27. He had missed 10 years of pro-
gress and development in the outside world i socially, technologically, and in every other way. Just a few major
events which occurred that he did not experience in the way most people did: Conner was in prison when 9/11 hap-
pened, Conner was in prison when Hurricane Katrina devastated the Gulf Coast, Conner was in prison for 3 presi-
dential elections, including the election of the first black U.S. President. Imagine the personal milestones people go
through that he did not get a chance to experience: Conner was not there for his high school prom, he was not there
for his possible first year of college and the experience of living in a dorm, he was not able to bond with people his
age and develop social skills like his peers. The reality is that Conner will be facing obstacles for which he was not
prepared. However, Conner was hungry to start his life, Conner was willing to do anything to get a job, Conner
wanted to continue his education, Conner wanted to build relationships.

Conner came to TOUCH as often as he was allowed to leave the halfway house and when he was not looking for

wor k. Seeing him send his first email that said, At nks
worth every moment. One of Conner 6offemders) was tramdpartatiancahde s as
through a generous donation from an individual who wai to
with a bus pass for two months. Conner found a job the next day. Currently, Conner works at an auto repair shop

as much as he can. He is looking forward to beginning classes at Columbus State Community College, and is mak-

ing progress through the TOUCH program. It will take a long time for Conner to achieve all of his goals, but through

his commitment and hard work, he is taking steps in the right direction. Regardless of whether it was a good or bad

day, every day Conner walks into the office, he is smiling, and every time we see him walk through our door, we

smile too; because the one thing Conner said he need:¢ fr
on [me], 06 and we intend to do all that is within our @powe

Success Stories: Marcus

Marcus has been with TOUCH for 7 months. He began our program in the beginning of

June and, having completed all the requirements for graduation, he has remained very

active and attends all of the talk sessions and workshops we offer. Although Marcus had

been out of prison for some time before he came to TOUCH, he was still facing the same

barriers most ex-offenders face: stigmatization when seeking employment, difficulty in

rebuilding family relationships, and generally adjusting to the second sentence he must

face. Marcus has been our model participant, and he helps around the office as often as

he can; Marcus was a very big help during our first fundraiser, the Back to School Rally/

Block Party in August. In the beginning of the Fall, Marcus enrolled at DeVry University .

and has made the deands | ist whi.Becasseaidyi ~~ ~T~omnt ~r an .
Marcuso6 hard work, his giving back spir it Marcustakinghiscom- mmi
education, in October we were able to give him a computer to take home. puter homet

Volunteer Hours 2009

The following TOUCH volunteers Dave Cole -10 hours Jason Pillar i 10 hours
provided approximately _4,902

hours of work for the year 2009. Caitlin Condon 7 730 hours Grant Schneider - 15 hours

Nick Deamonsi 48 hours Teresa Senge i 60 hours

Stefon Bakerd 40 hours Jessica Hirschd 12 hours Lena Sloutsky i 640 hours
Curtis Hodakd 120 hours Angel Woods i 72 hours
Charles John i 80 hours Brian Woods i 2,040 hours

Carol Bowmand 400 hours

Twanesha Browni 90 hours

Cassandra Keumai 20 hours Members of the Pi Phi Epsilon Soror-
X ital Uni itV 115 h

Gary Leed 230 hours ity at Capital University i 15 hours

Laura Millerd 200 hours

Ashia Bruton 7 55 hours

Brenda Cole i 30 hours
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T.0.U.C.H. Program Office
3968 E. Main Street
Whitehall, OH 43213

Phone: 614-338-8733
Fax: 614-338-8743
E-mail: touchprgm@yahoo.com

serious about yourself,

T.0.U.C.H. Statistics

Total Participants Served

Total Participants Graduated

Total Participants Served Who Reoffended

(returned to jail, prison, probation/parole violation)

Total Graduated Participants Who Reof-
fended

(return to jail, prison, probation,/parole violation)

Next Year (2010) Goals REACH OUT AND TOUCH ~ SOCIETY

1. Build contractual relationships with other agencies.

2. Establish solid participant Entrepreneurship program. Ed Malek

3.Expand facility space.
4. Solidify

Karen Phipps

and expand Wo mbnivérsal PRopentygSolations Inc.

5. Implement web-conferencing component. Charlie Markum, (Cardinal Container Inc.)

6. Obtain our first grant.

Mr. & Mrs. Patterson

7. Successfully graduate a minimum of 50 men and G- Group Inc.

women.

A Mobiler

Mr. & Mrs. James Condon
Pastor Angie Sherer
T-Mobile Phone

Website: www.touchimp.org

Twitter: www.twitter.com/TOUCHPROGRAM Ll LA

Facebook: T.0.U.C.H. Program

Myspace: www.myspace.com/touchprgm \JV U \J\A/J 6@@

It's that kind of experience.
wowway.com




